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A Note From The Pastors 

Reporting the news with a political bias is a long standing American tradition.  Newspapers were 

founded with names like “The Arkansas Democrat” and “The Arizona Republic.”  The 

newspapers’ bias was on the front page for everyone to see.  With the advent of broadcast news, 

reporting became more nationalized.  Major radio networks, and the subsequent television 

networks, sought to be more centrist in their approach in an attempt to attract as broad of an 

audience as possible.  The problem with occupying the middle ground is that liberals view it as 

too conservative and conservatives as blatantly liberal.  With the advent of Cable TV there is now 

a network for everything, including news and commentary with an obvious political bias. If we 

tune in to Fox News or MSNBC we understand that the news will be reported with a definite 

bias, but we also assume that the underlying information is essentially truthful.  The Internet age 

has ushered in a completely new era of fake news.  Anyone with access to the World Wide Web 

can create a “news” website and post fake stories.  Often times the writing is convincing and the 

author sites sources that appear to be plausible.  This past December an armed man actually 

stormed a pizza restaurant in response to “fake news.”    

  

We are incredibly troubled by this trend toward fake news, but we are even more outraged by 

the proliferation of fake “good news.”  The Good News, of course, is the Gospel message.  The 

term originates with angels announcing to the shepherds that the Messiah has been 

born.  “Behold we bring Good News of great joy.”  The Good News has often been shared with a 

bias.  There are liberal, conservative, and moderate congregations and denominations.  But there 

have also been times when the Gospel is simply faked. The Gospel has been used to justify 

slavery, subjugation, bigotry, and self-indulgence over the centuries.   

  

As persons of faith, we must always remember the Gospel of Christ calls us to personal piety and 

social holiness.  Too often, the fake Good News focuses on the individual.  We erroneously 

believe that if I am right in my relationship with God, then nothing else matters.  In reality, we 

cannot be right with God unless we are also right with our neighbors. Currently, there are 

numerous controversial issues in our society that we must view through a faith 

perspective.  Your pastors don’t claim to have the right answers, but we do believe that the right 

answers must reflect the Gospel.   Should people have access to health care?  Jesus healed many 

people, including a woman who clearly had a pre-existing condition.  Should we make room for 

at least some political refugees?  Mary and Joseph fled to Egypt so that the baby Jesus would not 

be put to death at the command of King Herod.  Throughout the Gospels, Jesus serves the least, 

the last, and the lost and he directs us to do the same.  He goes so far as to say that when we feed 

the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick or imprisoned, or even offer a cup of water to 

someone who is need, we have done it to him.   
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Pastors’ Note (cont.) 

 As persons of faith, we will undoubtedly 

disagree on the details of health care, welfare, 

immigration, and the like, but we must never 

view them as purely political issues.  They are 

human issues and by extension faith 

issues.  For Jesus said, “When you have done it 

to the least of these, you have done it to me.”  

“Religion that is pure and undefiled before 

God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and 

widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 

unstained by the world.” James 1:27 

Grace and Peace; 

Pastor Bridget and Pastor Neil 

 

Worship 
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Church Life Church Life 

Souper Bowl Sunday 

February 5 

Two ways to celebrate the big game!  
Ladle & Leave...or Linger:  

Grab your favorite soup to go or 

sit at one of our tables to eat. All 

donations go toward the youth’s 

week of mission and ministry in 

Colorado Springs this summer.  

 

Canned Food 

Drive: Bring a can (or more) of 

soup for our Hope Chest food 

pantry. Look for bins in 

Fellowship Hall and near the 

building entrances. 

 

Evening Care Cookie Sale 

February 5 
Come support our Evening Care Cookie bakers! 

Proceeds from this month’s cookie sale go to 

support the youth mission trip. 

 

 

Cub Scout Bake Sale 

February 12 
Our Cub Scout Pack 3258 is 

sponsoring a bake sale in the 

Servant Café.  They will offer 

goodies to eat there and cakes to 

take home for your valentine for a 

donation. They also are bringing pinewood 

derby cars to display!  Please stop by and see 

them! 

Shrove Tuesday  

Pancake Dinner 

Tuesday, February 28 at 5:30pm 
Join us in Fellowship Hall, for food, fellowship 

and FUN! We will 

have pancakes and 

all the fixings to 

celebrate the last day 

before the Lenten 

season starts.  There 

is no cost to attend, but donations to help offset 

costs are welcome. 

  

Ash Wednesday Services 

March 1  

12:00pm and 6:30pm 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of this 

period of reflection and penance. In the Bible, 

sprinkling oneself with ashes was traditionally 

a sign of one's sorrow for having committed 

sins. In the Christian tradition, Ash Wednesday 

also marked the beginning of preparation for 

the understanding of the death and resurrection 

of Christ. 
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Immigration and Refugees 

Council of Bishops Response To 

Immigration Order 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, President of the United 

Methodist Council of Bishops, issued a 

statement Monday, Jan. 30, regarding President 

Donald Trump’s executive order on 

immigration at a press conference sponsored by 

the Minnesota Council of Churches. The event, 

held at Hennepin United Methodist Church, 

gathered faith leaders to discuss the topic of 

immigration. Bishop Ough participated in the 

event in his role as resident bishop of the 

Dakotas-Minnesota Area of The United 

Methodist Church. The statement maintains 

The United Methodist Church’s unity in 

standing with other faith traditions to denounce 

the order, as well as calling all to remember 

Jesus’ words from Matthew 10:40: “Whoever 

welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.” 

“I call upon the people of The United Methodist 

Church to see the face of Christ in the refugee,” 

Bishop Ough said. “Say ‘no’ to the walling off 

of our country and our hearts and say ‘yes’ to 

their hope – our hope – for new life. Let us 

unite and work together to bring the soul of this 

country to a living birth!” - See more at: http://

www.greatplainsumc.org/ 

Adult Ministry 

United Methodist Women 

Friendship Circle will meet on 

Tuesday, February 28 at 1:30 pm 

in Room 50/51.  Jeanette Grenz 

will present the program. 

 

Hot Meal For The Hungry 
On February 25, the Outreach Team will be 

traveling to Central UMC in Kansas City, KS. 

They will be serving a breakfast casserole, fresh 

mandarin oranges and quick breads. We need 

your help by providing quick to bake breads 

such as, Banana, Zucchini, Cinnamon Streusel 

or others that can be enjoyed by the guests. If 

you have questions, please contact Jeanne Smith 

at 913-825-1480 

 

 

Mission and Service 
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Student Ministry Children’s  Ministry 

Confirmation 2017 
Confirmation 2017 is set to begin Feb. 5 at 11:30 

am for any youth, 13 and older, who have not 

yet gone through confirmation. Robin 

Richerson and Jamey Bentley will be leading 

the group this year in interactive discussions, 

worship at the Temple, and a service 

opportunity. This is an exciting time for youth, 

a time to claim their faith as their own. If you 

know of anyone that might be interested, there 

is still time to get involved. Please contact 

Jamey by email for questions, comments or 

interest. 

 

Mission Trip 2017 

The youth mission trip is set and we are excited 

about the variety of work we will be 

experiencing. July 2- 8, the youth will be going 

to Colorado Springs, CO to work with a 

ministry called Next Steps. While there, we will 

spend half of each day working with social 

ministries that serve the homeless, a family 

program for single parents and a kids program. 

The other half of each day will be assisting with 

ongoing construction projects in and around 

Colorado Springs. We will be offering stock in 

the youth mission team again this year to help 

support the good work that they will be doing 

while away. This trip is open to all youth 

currently in grades 7-12. Registration is due 

February 26 or before. Contact Jamey with any 

questions.  

KidServe 

February 12  
Our kids’ community 

service group will be 

changing the world one 

random act of kindness at a 

time each month. Join us on 

February 12 for cookie 

baking, valentine card 

making and a time of serving.  

 

VBS VBS ….. Let’s Start Planning YES 

YES YES! 
This year’s Vacation Bible School will take place 

the mornings of June 12-16 (exact times TBD). 

We need over 80 volunteers to put on a full week 

of faith-based learning and fun for the children. 

Last year we shared the love of Jesus with nearly 

200 children. Please save the dates and 

prayerfully consider a role in this year’s 

program. We will be filling specific volunteer 

spots in early March, however we welcome sign-

ups earlier. Please contact Janet Loos, 

janet@valleyviewumc.org, if interested.   

 

Early Childhood Enrollment 
Valley View Early Learning Center Preschool 

and Parent’s Day Out is getting ready to enroll 

for the 2017-18 school year!  We enroll children 

from 12 months and walking to age 5.  In-house 

enrollment begins Monday, February 3 at 8:00 

a.m.   Enrollment to the public begins on 

Monday, February 6.  If you have questions 

about our program, please feel free to contact 

Leona Murphy, program director, at 

913.649.5897 or Leona@valleyviewumc.org, or 

Shelley Dopp, PDO coordinator, at 

Shelley@valleyviewumc.org. 

mailto:Leona@valleyviewumc.org
mailto:Shelley@valleyviewumc.org
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Heart Health 

American Heart Month/National Wear Red Day 

February Is National Heart Heath Month 

 

 

 

 

The American Heart Association wants to help everyone live longer, healthier lives so they can 

enjoy all of life’s precious moments. And we know that starts with taking care of your health. 

American Heart Month, a federally designated event, is a great way to remind Americans to focus 

on their hearts and encourage them to get their families, friends and communities involved. 

Together, we can build a culture of health where making the healthy choice is the easy 

choice.  Why? Because Life is Why. 

Did you know? 

 The first American Heart Month, which took place in February 1964, was proclaimed by 

President Lyndon B. Johnson via Proclamation 3566 on December 30, 1963. 

 The Congress, by joint resolution on that date, has requested the President to issue annually a 

proclamation designating February as American Heart Month. 

 At that time, more than half the deaths in the U.S. were caused by cardiovascular disease. 

 While American Heart Month is a federally designated month in the United States, it’s 

important to realize that cardiovascular disease knows no borders. Cardiovascular disease, 

including heart disease and stroke, remains the leading global cause of death with more than 

17.3 million deaths each year. 

 That number is expected to rise to more than 23.6 million by 2030. 

 

In addition to our monthly blood pressure checks, the wellness team has placed literature about 

improving heart health at the entrances. Feel free to take pamphlets and share with others.  

 



Staff Information From the Office 

Pastors 

Rev. Neil Gately Rev. Bridget Gately 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 313 (913) 642-4400  ext. 312 

neil@valleyviewumc.org bridget@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Office  
Dee Hetlinger Amy Woodworth 

Business Administrator 
Scheduling &  

Administrative Asst. 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 310  (913) 642-4400  ext. 311 

dee@valleyviewumc.org amy@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Children  
Janet Loos  Leona Murphy 

Director of Children &  

Family Ministry 

Early Learning Center 

Program Director 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 320 (913) 649-5897   

janet@valleyviewumc.org leona@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Shelley Dopp Meridith Hunt  

Early Learning Center 

Administrative Assistant 

Early Learning Center 

Assistant Director 

(913) 383-9146  

shelley@valleyviewumc.org Meridith@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Youth and Connections Special Needs Ministry  
Jamey Bentley Angie Beck, Twylia Church,  

Director of Youth  

and Connections 

Ginni Duggan and            

Julie Drew  

(913) 642-4400  ext. 321 (913) 642-4400 ext 322 

jamey@valleyviewumc.org eveningcare@valleyviewuumc.org 
  

Music  
Andy Morris Mary Haas 

Worship Leader Chancel Choir 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 316 (913) 642-4400  ext. 316 

 mary@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Tina Gadwood Jan Barger 

Handbells Organist 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 316 (913) 642-4400  ext. 316 

office@valleyviewumc.org office@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Custodians  
Dave Wapelhorst Javier Ruiz 

office@valleyviewumc.org office@valleyviewumc.org 
  

Hope Chest Food Pantry    Audio and Visual 

Michelle Hess Larry Loos 

(913) 642-4400  ext. 316 (913) 642-4400 ext. 316 

office@valleyviewumc.org larry@valleyviewumc.org 

 Publication Deadlines 
The publication deadline for the March 

newsletter is February 22 by 5:00 pm.  Please 

remember that we rely on these submissions of 

your team’s and committee’s items in order to 

communicate them to the congregation and 

community.  

 

Electronic Giving 

For your convenience, we have instituted 

electronic giving. This also provides much-

needed consistency for our church. There is no 

cost for you to participate. If you are currently 

giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer 

need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 

envelopes. And when travel, illness or other 

circumstances prevent you from attending 

services, this program will allow your weekly 

offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis.  

To get started, visit the church website, or 

contact Dee at dee@valleyviewumc.org 

 

Meeting Information 
If your scheduled meeting has changed times or 

is cancelled, be sure to let Amy Woodworth 

know. Not only is this important for scheduling, 

it is also for the safety and security of our 

building.  

 

 

Monday - Friday 

8:45 am - 2:45 pm 


